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EXPERIENCE KALBARRI AT HALF PRICE 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Tourism) [2.03 pm]: I am very pleased to share exciting 
news about the Experience Kalbarri at Half Price promotion that I informed the house about last month. This 
initiative, funded by the McGowan government through Tourism Western Australia, subsidised the cost of tours, 
experiences and boat hire across the region, up to a total value of $50 000. I am pleased to say that it was so popular, 
it sold out in one week. 

More than 900 people made the most of their Kalbarri holidays by taking advantage of the half-price promotion 
and supporting tourism operators that were impacted by cyclone Seroja. The 12 participating tour operators all 
received significant take-up, including over $17 000 worth of bookings for Kalbarri Scenic Flights and close to 
$7 000 for Kalbarri Rock Lobster Tours and Charter. Other activities consumers booked included fishing tours, 
horseriding, quad biking and abseiling. Many of Kalbarri’s smaller tour operators were experiencing very low 
bookings in the lead-up to the promotion, which was launched on Wednesday, 18 August. Consumer feedback during 
the promotion indicates that when many travellers heard about the Experience Kalbarri at Half Price promotion, 
they decided to extend their holiday by a few extra nights and book several tours. This had a snowball effect for 
the town and the region, above and beyond the $50 000 investment. 

The Experience Kalbarri at Half Price promotion was one of several initiatives to support the post-cyclone recovery 
for tourism operators in the Kalbarri region. Other initiatives include $220 000 for Australia’s Coral Coast regional 
tourism organisation to market Kalbarri and surrounds; $250 000 to the Mid West Development Commission to support 
the redevelopment of public tourism infrastructure in Kalbarri; the Minister for Environment waiving commercial 
operation licences and park entry fees for this financial year for tourism operators operating within Kalbarri National 
Park; and the appointment of a Tourism WA project officer in Geraldton—her name is Nicole Nelson. 

I would like to thank the teams at Tourism Western Australia and Australia’s Coral Coast and, especially, the staff 
at the Kalbarri Visitor Centre, who worked tirelessly during the week of the promotion, serving 2 138 visitors in the 
centre. This promotion has given more than 900 people a taste of what Kalbarri has to offer and I encourage Western 
Australians to continue to explore and support this magnificent region, and other regions of Western Australia. 
I am very proud of this initiative and the immediate impact it has provided to Kalbarri post–cyclone Seroja. 
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